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MESSAGE FROM THE  
TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR 
It’s March and we are already four rounds in to another great 
year of the Hobie Fishing Series!

2015 is off to a sensational start with the first two rounds of 
the Hobie B.A.S.S Australia Nation Kayak Series run and won 
in Queensland and Victoria and rounds one and two of the 
Hobie Kayak Bream Series in the books at East Gippsland in 
Victoria.

A slew of updates and upgrades to the way we’re running the 
tournaments has meant easier entry with greater levels of 
safety throughout the comp. Add to that the addition of our 
newest sponsor,  Mortgage Corp and their new Mortgage 
Corp Monster Bonus and 2015 is looking like a very promising 
tournament year indeed.

This massive double issue will take look back on the first four 
events with in-depth reports and galleries and as usual the 
tackle box section is loaded with plenty of gear to get you 
grabbing for your wallet.

As always thanks to our list of sponsors, Daiwa, Berkley, 
Atomic, Lowrance, Rhino-Rack, Power-Pole, Ecogear, 
StrikePro, Yamatoyo, Austackle, TT Lures, Mortgage Corp, 
Hog’s Breath Café as well as ABT and B.A.S.S. Australia 
Nation, without whose support, events of this calibre would 
not be possible.

See you on the water!

Steve Fields  
Tournament Director

STEVE LESSARD  USA
2014 HOBIE FISHING WORLD CHAMPION
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TACKLE BOX
DAIWA 2015 FREAMS. TOP 
END TECHNOLOGY IS NOW 
AVAILABLE IN BUDGET 
PRICED REELS
2015 sees Daiwa release one of its most value-packed 
light spin reels, now with Magseal Technology and 
the new, intelligent Automatic Tournament Drag 
(ATD). Its stylish looks and contemporary design 
delivers on price and performance to be one of the 
standout reels in the Daiwa range.

MAGSEAL. 
With durability in mind, Daiwa has made 
waterproofing the reel structure an absolute priority. 
After years of R&D, Daiwa’s solution? Magseal, a 
membrane of magnetic oil, which helps reduce dust 
or water intrusion, minimise oil spray and improves 
reel life expectancy. 

WHAT IS ATD?  
A major drawback with many drag systems is that 
they are not smooth at the beginning of the drag and 
do not adjust to suit line distance or a fish slowing 
down. Generally, the drag starts, then increases to 
its pre-set drag rating. As the fish swims further 
away, line pressure increases, increasing drag. 
The ATD system recognizes this and automatically 
decreases the drag to compensate for the added 
pressure, minimising the chance of line breakage.

Cutting edge design and performance are all part of 
the package with the Daiwa Freams. By combining 
ATD and Magseal with other design features like 
Digigear, ABS Spool, Airbail, Twistbuster and the 
game changing Zaion Air Rotor we’ve delivered a 
great valued reel with enhanced looks, design and 
performance. 

Find out more at: daiwafishing.com.au
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TACKLE BOX

AUSTACKLE VERTO IS  
LOADED WITH FEATURES!
5.2:1 Gear Ratio, 6kg Max Drag and 10+1 
Stainless Steel Anti-Corrosion Bearings, 
coupled with a light weight, composite 
body and smooth drag, these reels are 
built for maximum performance at an 
affordable price! 

Verto delivers enhanced casting 
distances compared with standard spin 
reels by utilising an oversized spool 
and arbour. Available in 2000 and 2500 
sizes, Verto ticks all boxes!    

See www.austackle.com for  
stockists and more information

PULSE  50S
Austackle’s latest home grown 
lipless Crankbait weighs in at a hefty 
14.5grams, making Pulse unmatched 
in weight for its 50mm profile!

Pulse 50S is a silent assassin that 
flutters on the drop and has a strong 
vibration when jigged.   Proven to be a 
deadly choice for Bass and Yellowbelly, 
but also attracts a wide range of salt 
and freshwater species.

The added weight makes Pulse 50S a 
popular choice when you need to get 
the lure into the strike zone sooner 
and keep it there. E.g. Schooling fish in 
impoundments, fish holding structure, 
or areas of moving currents. 

See www.austackle.com for  
stockists and more information

KRYPTO MICROLINE
European made microbraid of the 
highest quality developed with 
performance in mind, Krypto delivers 
extraordinary strength at the thinnest 
diameters.  Ultra-fine profile and smooth 
construction makes for effortless 
casts and driving hook sets.  Krypto is 
incredibly sensitive, allowing you to feel 
every bite.  

UV stabilised and treated to increase 
abrasion resistance.  Soft and pliable 
with excellent knot strength.

Krypto microbraid delivers performance, 
usability and confidence.   

See www.austackle.com for  
stockists and more information
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TACKLE BOX
ECOGEAR BREAMER VIBE 35
The NEW Ecogear Breamer Vibe 35 is the latest addition 
to the ever popular ZX range in 2015.The new Poly/Metal 
hybrid body gives Breamer Vibe a different profile under 
the water. The see-through body imitates the colour of the 
natural prawn/shrimp. To achieve the perfect swimming 
action, the weight distribution of the belly is the key success 
for the balance and great vibration of Breamer Vibe.

Breamer Vibe 35mm comes with the ultra-sharp Zx hooks 
and will be deadly on bream but also in freshwater Bass, 
trout, yellowbelly and saltwater flathead, trevally…. and 
MORE! 

Ecogear Bream Vibe is a must have in tackle box for 2015! 

Available:  Feb 2015

Colour:   8 colours

Size:    35mm

Weight:   5.5g RRP: 22.95

Head to www.jml.net.au for more info

POWERBAIT 4” NEMISIS
Combine the fish catching profile of a Jerkshad and the 
enticing tail action of a grub and you get the Berkley 
Nemesis. Designed in Australia the Nemesis shape is 
now available in Powerbait formula. The tail action of 
this shape has to be seen to be believed. On the drop 
or on the wind, the Nemesis tail swims at the slowest 
of speeds delivering continuous lifelike action.

Each Powerbait Nemesis is also loaded with Berkley’s 
exclusive Powerbait scent and flavor formula, which 
causes fish to hold on 18x longer, so you can feel more 
bites and set more hooks.

RRP $8.95

For more information visit berkley-fishing.com.au

• New minnow design featuring a tail with action that 
is irresistible to bass, bream and more

• New tail design enhances jigging and dropshotting

• Exclusive PowerBait scent and flavor

ATOMIC HARDZ SHINER 100S
The Shiner range of lures in 45, 60, 75 and 85mm 
lengths has been well received since it launched 
several months ago with anglers chasing everything 
from bass through to barra finding a home for them in 
their tackle boxes. 

For anglers looking for a larger profile in this profile 
we have now introduced a 100mm version in both mid 
and deep diving depths. The mid will dive to 2.0m while 
the deep covers down to the 3.0m water level. This 
tough lure casts well and will be perfect for barra and 
jewies and has been designed to be used quite simply 
with a cast and retrieve action.

Both models feature an extremely loud knocking rattle 
which will attract fish in the muddiest of water. They 
are available in the standard Atomic colour palette 
as well as the newly introduced Blood Red colour. All 
Atomic lures have been made specifically to be easy 
to use so you catch more fish and spend less time 
working out how to use the lure.

For more info visit atomiclures.com.au
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TACKLE BOX

ZMAN 4” SWIMMERZ V2
The ZMan 4” SwimmerZ developed a passionate following 
among anglers chasing mangrove jack, barramundi, 
mulloway, flathead and more, thanks to its realistic mullet 
profile, 10X Tough ElaZtech construction and super-soft 
and flexible, realistic feel that creates an incredible life-
like swimming action, even at dead slow retrieve speeds.

When ZMan US decided to discontinue their painted 
plastics the outcry from Australian anglers ensured 
that the 4” and 6” SwimmerZ would be reborn. New 
molds were developed allowing the production of more 
realistic laminate colours, including ZMan favourites 
Opening Night, Houdini, Bad Shad and Sexy Mullet. With 
the same great profile and action, and 13 new colours in 
the range, the ZMan 4” SwimmerZ look like continuing 
their reputation as the go-to plastic when nothing else is 
catching. Fish on!

Available in 13 colours, with 4 per pack and a SRP of 
$15.95.

www.z-man.com.au 

STRIKE PRO BASS-X 
Strike Pro has released 3 great new colours in its popular 
Bass-X range. The Bass-X is a superb deep diving baitfish 
pattern that features Inbuilt rattles and a Weight Transfer 
System that allows for long distance tumble free casting.

The Bass-X is a fantastic lure whether you are fishing 
shallow flats, secondary Drop-offs or over deep weed 
beds.

The Bass-X is 5.5cm long, weighs 4grams and is a floating 
lure that dives to approx. 6ft It comes fitted with Owner 
ST36BC Trebles and is deadly on Bream, Bass, Estuary 
Perch and Trout.

For more information visit www.jurofishing.com

STRIKE PRO SHRIMP 
Strike Pro has just recently added 2 superb natural 
colours into its range of the Strike Pro Shrimp.

The Shrimp is a realistic Shrimp/Prawn imitation which 
has been designed to Suspend at 2ft so it holds in the 
strike zone and can be worked extremely slowly. 

The Shrimp is 5cm long, weighs 3grams and comes fitted 
with either quality Owner or Decoy trebles.

This lure has proven very effective when fishing over 
shallow sand flats or over the top of weed beds on a 
number of estuary and freshwater species.

For more information visit www.jurofishing.com
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TACKLE BOX LOWRANCE ANNOUNCES THE ALL-NEW HDS® GEN3 
Lowrance has announced the launch of the High Definition System 
(HDS) Gen3 fishfinder/chartplotter series. The next revolutionary 
step forward for the world’s top-selling and award-winning multi-
function display, HDS Gen3 is available in 7-, 9- and 12-inch models 
and combines a faster processor with enhanced, built-in fishfinder 
technologies, as well as a modified menu system that’s even easier to 
use.

With an improved Lowrance user interface plus multi-touch and full 
keypad operation, the HDS Gen3 series provides quicker, fingertip 
access to all features. Instinctive, icon-driven commands are easy 
to learn, and features such as scrolling menus, cursor assist, snap-
to setting markers and preview panes with quick-touch slider bars, 
provide a user-friendly feel, similar to operating a smartphone or tablet.

Each HDS Gen3 model comes standard with today’s most advanced 
fishfinding technologies – from StructureScan® HD and DownScan 
ImagingTM, which provide picture-like images of fish-holding cover 
– to CHIRP Sonar for improved target separation and superior noise 
rejection for clearer, easy-to-see bait fish and game fish targets. When 
combined with Lowrance’s TrackBackTM feature, 
these sonar technologies 
combine to make HDS the 
fishfinder of choice for 
anglers worldwide.

Visit lowrance.com 
or your local Hobie 
dealer for more 
information.

HOBIE H-CRATE 
The new Hobie H-Crate has room for plenty 
of fishing gear, keeping it organized in one 
easy-to-reach space. It’s easily removable for 
transporting your tackle and gear and the H-Rail 
carrying handles are great mounting platforms 
for H-Rail accessories. If you travel, H-Crate 
assembles or breaks down in seconds.

FEATURES GALORE
The H-Crate is lightweight and durable. 
The four included adjustable nylon straps 
with clips secure the H-Crate to your 
watercraft. Skid pads on the underside 
of the H-Crate dampen sound and grip  
your kayak.

The H-Rail Carrying Handles 
provide structural strength and are  
fantastic for mounting additional 
H-Rail accessories such as Ram 
Balls, Mounting Plates and even 
Tackle Bins! Need to take even 
more gear with you?  You can attach 
additional accessories using the 
molded hole pattern on the crate walls.

Available from your local Hobie dealer.
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DAVID MAGNER TAKES OUT ROUND ONE OF THE HOBIE® B.A.S.S. 
AUSTRALIA NATION KAYAK SERIES AT LAKE MACDONALD IN QUEENSLAND

On Sunday February 1, Lake Macdonald in 
Queensland hosted round one of the 2015 
Hobie® B.A.S.S. Australia Nation Kayak 
Series.

Situated in an idyllic rural setting, just 
five minutes from Cooroy, and 15 minutes 
inland from the iconic Queensland tourist 
town of Noosa, last season’s grand final 
venue, was the perfect location to hold 
the opening round of the new series.

Lake Macdonald is held back by 6 Mile 
Creek Dam and its back water has a 
surface area of 260ha with an average 
depth of 6m. The lake is well stocked, 
with fish species including Saratoga, 
Golden Perch and Snub-nosed Gar 
as well as the target species for the 
tournament, Australian Bass.

Anglers headed off from the starting 
line in the early morning of Sunday in 
excellent conditions, which remained 
stable throughout the first Bass session 
of the season.

The tournament ran under the catch-
photo-release (CPR) system where 
tournament competitors who caught legal 
sized Bass placed their fish on a standard 
measuring board, they then took a photo 

from directly above to record the length 
and then released the fish back into it’s 
original environment. At the conclusion 
of the session anglers arrived back on 
shore at the event site and replaced 
their key tags on the board, completed 
their catch cards and handed their 
camera cards to the Tournament 
Scorer.

The fishing was tough across the lake 
through the whole day even though 
anglers had been casting all types of 
crankbaits, spinnerbaits, surface lures, 
and soft plastics to entice the fish, 
they continued to remain finicky in the 
conditions. 

Anglers spread out and hit most of the 
natural structure on the lake, including 
lilly pads, muddy banks, weed beds, 
reeds and drop offs across the lake but 
no matter what location they chose they 
still found it difficult to land fish aboard 
their kayaks. At the end of the day, a 
relatively small number of anglers in 
the field had caught, photographed and 
released their full catch of three legal 
Australian Bass.

ROUND ONE
HOBIE®  AND B.A.S.S. AUSTRALIA NATION KAYAK SERIES
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LAKE MACDONALD
HOBIE® B.A.S.S. AUSTRALIA NATION KAYAK SERIES

When results were calculated, 
checked and confirmed by the 
Tournament Director Drew McGrath, 
Managing Director B.A.S.S. Australia 
Nation, Bundaberg, Queensland’s 
David Magner took home the 
major prize with a total aggregate 
fish length of 123 cm, which was 
comfortably ahead of runner up Glenn 
Hayter from The Oaks, in New South 
Wales. Hayter had photographed and 
released a 120cm aggregate catch of 

legal sized bass and Stephen Maas 
from Cedar Grove in Queensland, who 
is a regular on the bream tournament 
circuit and who was competing in his 
first bass tournament, netted a119cm 
bag. Unfortunately, Maas was just 
one centimetre behind the second 
place getter GlenHayter,  but the bag 
was good enough to take out the final 
place on the podium for Maas on 
debut.

When asked, David Magner the winner 
of the opening tournament of the 2015 
series, summed up his day on the 
water.

“That is the best I’ve ever fished, I 
couldn’t do any better than that and 
I’m glad I won”.

WINNING WAYS
Reflecting on what he thought gave 
him the winning edge on the day, 

Magner said,

“My basic plan was not to go too far, I 
figured with the dam being down a bit, 
most of the fish would be out here in the 
main basin and in previous tournaments 
I had wasted time trying to find fish”.

WINNING TACKLE
Rod: Lox Yoshi 7ft Spin Rod

Reel: Shimano Symetre 2500

Line: Berkley Nanofil® 6lb

Leader: 12lb Silver Thread

Lure: Kietech Swing Impact Fat 
Rainbow on up to half ounce jig head

HOG’S BREATH CAFE BOSS HOG BIG 
BASS
Tournament victor David Magner 
from Bundaberg Queensland, caught 
the Hog’s Breath Cafe Boss Hog 
Big Bass for the round landing a 
cracking, Australian bass measuring 
44 cm on the Kietech Swing Impact 
Fat Rainbow pictured above.

QUEENSLAND
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Loaded with features the 2015 Hobie® 
Outback is kitted out with the 
comfortable Vantage CT seat, it has 
increased stability and is loaded with 
thoughtful features such as molded-in 
rod holders, generous below deck 
storage options, and the smooth Twist 
and Stow rudder.  The versatile Outback 
is ready for your next outdoor adventure.

The MirageDrive® has revolutionised 
kayak angling by allowing you to fish as 
you pedal the kayak with your feet. Now 
with Glide Technology, resistance is 
further reduced, giving you more power 
per stroke for a smoother, more efficient 
ride than ever before.
 
Find out more at hobiecat.com.au
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86 ANGLERS FROM UP AND DOWN THE EAST COAST OF AUSTRALIA DESCENDED ON THE SLEEPY, BREAM FISHERY OF BEMM RIVER IN EAST GIPPSLAND, VICTORIA

BEMM RIVER ON THE BITE
HOBIE®  KAYAK BREAM SERIES PRESENTED BY DAIWA

On the weekend of February 7 and 8, the 
small coastal township of Bemm River in 
the East Gippsland region of Victoria was 
the venue for round one of the Hobie® 
Kayak Bream Series.

Bemm River village is situated on the 
north-western shore of the Sydenham 
Inlet, 441km east of the state capital of 
Melbourne. The natural coastal inlet, fed 
by the Bemm and Little Rivers, stretches 
over sand hills to the shoreline of the 
Tasman Sea. The sleepy village, with a 
total population of 60 local residents saw 
86 kayak anglers arrive on Friday night 
to put the system to the test over the 
course of the weekend. Bemm River has 
proved itself to be a healthy Black Bream 
fishery and Hobie® Kayak Bream Series 
tournaments have featured “Bemm” on 
the tournament calendar, year after year.

The opening tournament for the 2015 
season at Bemm was a qualifier for the 
Hobie® Kayak Bream Series Australian 
Championship and 53 Victorian, 30 New 
South Wales, and 3 ACT anglers took part. 
An excellent haul of fish were taken over 
the two days with 200 legal size bream 
brought to the scales on day one with 
a total accumulated weight of 138.8kg. 
On Sunday when some were predicting 
that catch to fall away 207 legal size fish 
returned to the Daiwa Event Site weighing 
in at 139.16kg. Bemm River had kept its 
superb reputation in tack.

DAY ONE

On the opening morning of the two-
day tournament competing anglers 
pedalled off from the Power-Pole 
starting line in excellent conditions that 
held up throughout the day. Anglers 
were chasing bream with a bag limit 
of three fish, which were to be brought 
back to the Berkley Bump Tub for a live 
weigh-in. As the session came to a close 
anglers threw their final casts around 
the Atomic Launch Site before returning 
their keytags, to indicate that anglers 
were safely back on shore at the Daiwa 
Event Site.

Fishing throughout the day was excellent 
with 59 competitors getting their full bag 
of three legal Bream. The fish were on 
the chew early and hit hard in the stable 
conditions and continued later in the day 
when a light of breeze provided cover 
with ripples peeling across the water 
under the clear blue sky. Upgrades 
were common and widespread in many 
locations across the Austackle Arena.

At the completion of the day one weigh-
in, Chris Burbidge from Victoria was the 
TT Lures Leader of the Day with a 3kg 
bag, closely followed by the 2.94kg bag 
of Daniel Brady from Victoria and Josh 
Smith also from Victoria had a 2.67kg 
bag which placed him in third with one 
day to go in the event. Darren Evans was 

Page 11 of 28Official Newsletter of the Australasian Hobie® Fishing Series. 

http://www.daiwafishing.com.au/
http://berkley-fishing.com.au/
http://www.atomiclures.com.au/
http://www.lowrance.com/en-au/
http://www.rhinorack.com.au/
http://www.power-pole.com/JLMarine/Power-Pole/Micro.aspx?P=PPA
http://www.jml.net.au/spdtlist.asp?pclass=194
http://www.strikeprolures.com/
http://www.jml.net.au/spdtlist.asp?pclass=193
http://www.austackle.com.au/
http://ttlures.com.au/
http://www.hogsbreath.com.au/
http://abt.org.au/
http://www.mortgagecorp.com.au/


leading the Hog’s Breath Café Boss 
Hog Big Bream with the biggest fish 
of the day.

DAY TWO
In conditions that were similar to 
day one with clear blue skies and 
temperatures hovering around 
35°C, anglers pedalled off from the 

Power-Pole starting line, in a patchy, 
light breeze hoping to improve on 
Saturday’s catch.

After two long days on the Austackle 
Arena anglers worked their way back 
to the Daiwa Event Site as the wind 
blew up and peaked at around 25kph. 
All anglers returned safely back at the 

Daiwa Event Site and an impressive 
number of bags were placed on the 
scales for the day two Strike Pro 
Weigh-in. Simon Morley from Bulli in 
New South Wales snared the major 
prize for the event his first finish at 
the top of the Lowrance Leaderboard. 
Second place went to the current 
Australian Champion and day one 
leader Chris Burbidge from Ferntree 
Gully in Victoria while Josh Smith 
from Tyers in Victoria, in his second 
tournament season, took the final 
place with his first ever podium finish.

After his day one standing in twelfth 
position, Simon Morley, an Australian 
representative in the 2014 Hobie 
Fishing World Championship in the 
Netherlands, had a simple plan of 
attack, which was to hit the spot that 
had previously worked for him. After 
his initial plans for a repeat of last 
year at Bemm had to be “thrown away” 
because of water levels, Morley had to 
re-think his efforts for the weekend.

“I got fish early yesterday morning 
and when the area I was fishing shut 

down I pedalled directly across to near 
the entrance where the tidal water was 
coming in and I found a bank there with 
no weed on it. I put the O.S.P Dunk on, 
that a mate from fishin.com.au Adam 
Costa gave me, and first cast I got a 
fish and so I was pretty happy with that. 

Then I upgraded my fish three times 
just before I had to come in for the 2pm 
finish yesterday.

Today I went straight back there, 
because I knew there were fish and first 
cast I got a 40cm to the tip and I had my 
three fish by about a quarter past seven 

HOBIE® KAYAK BREAM SERIES

VICTORIA
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and upgraded once before 8 o’clock. I 
went back onto the same flat again and 
waited for the wind to come up, before 
that it was really still, I put another cast 
in and I got an upgrade so I was pretty 
happy with the day overall”.

WINNING WAYS
Morley summed up what gave him the 
winning edge in the tournament.

“I found the fish yesterday arvo and 
went straight back there. I had to race 
back there because of the reverse start 
today and when I got there, there were 
two guys already fishing the spot. I just 
snuck in between them and put a cast in 
and wham-o, it turned out pretty good”.

Morley has a specific aim he is trying to 
achieve this season.

“I really want to qualify for the Hobie 
Worlds again, so I’ll be back down at 
Mallacoota giving it another crack and 
I’ll try to get to the other two qualifying 
rounds in Forster and Redcliffe to 
make the worlds”.

SIMON MORLEY BAGS THE HOG’S 
BREATH CAFÉ BOSS HOG BIG BREAM

Tournament winner Simon Morley 
also took home the Hog’s Breath 
Café Boss Hog Big Bream cheque by 
bagging the tournament’s biggest 
fish, which weighed in at 1.24kg. The 
fish was caught on the final day of 
the tournament using an O.S.P. Dunk 
(pictured) on the flats around the lake 
end of the channel entrance that had 
recently opened to the sea.

WINNING TACKLE

• Rod: Daiwa Black Label
• Reel: Daiwa Certate 2000
• Line: Sunline 4lb braid
• Leader: Sunline 4lb
• Lure: OSP Dunk

CHRIS BURBIDGE TAKES SECOND PLACE

Burbidge netted a full bag of Bream 
on both competition days with an 
accumulated weight of 5.52kg just 
short of the tournament winner by 
.14kg, and giving him the slightest 
advantage in weight of .03kg over third 
place finisher Josh Smith from Tyers.

Burbidge summed up his two days on 
the water at Bemm River.

“I started yesterday off a point, I was using 
a Jackall Colt Minnow, I got my bag and 
then went out to deep water once the bite 
shut down. There I got some upgrades 
on a vibe. Today I tried the same thing 
but it didn’t work, so I came back over to 
the edge of a flat using a Jackall Squirrel 
and I got two good fish, eventually, using 
a vibe in the deeper water I got another 
700g fish so that sort of sized my bag out 
with the three, seven hundreds. So yeah, 
it was a good day”.

“Bemm is a great spot, there are so 
many options. One option was sort of 
shut down on us, the river, just because 
we had big water come down about two 
weeks back. But there are just so many 
options, you’ve got drop offs, you’ve got 
flats, you’ve got an odd snag here and 
there. Although the water is very low at 

this time of year, it’s a great fishery, a 
fantastic fishery”.

TACKLE USED

• Rod: Duffrod H2O 7ft one piece

• Reel: Daiwa Luvias 2004

• Line: Penn Super X 8lb

• Leader: FC Rock 4lb

• Lure: Jackall Colt Minnow
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GREAT TOURNAMENTS NEED GREAT SPONSORS

At the beginning of the 2015 Hobie Kayak 
Bream Series the support of our newest 
sponsor, Mortgage Corp, was announced 
to a field of 86 anglers at Bemm River .

A highly, successful mortgage brokerage 
group based in Victoria, Mortgage Corp is 
the latest to join Hobie Fishing’s dedicated 
team of long established sponsors.

Headed by Neil Carstairs, a Grand Finalist 
who has competed over a number of years 
in the Hobie Kayak Bream Series and 
was selected to travel to China as part of 
the hugely successful Australian Hobie 
team at the CAN Fishing Tournament, 
the Mortgage Corp group has a long 
association with the series.

When asked about the coming together 
of the two organisations Neil said,  “It is 
a great pleasure being part of the 2015 
season , and I look forward to meeting 
many competitors on and off the water. 
Mortgage Corp is here to help everyone 
save more money and get a better deal 

for their home loans. We are proud to be 
associated with the Hobie Kayak Fishing 
Tournaments for 2015 and wish all the 
competitors the best of luck”.

Mortgage Corp have recognized the 
benefits of a close association with Hobie 
Kayak Fishing Series tournaments and 
wish to encourage anglers at all levels to 
continue to compete in what they believe 
to be a healthy and exciting sport that 
encourages top level achievement. 

A major bonus coming from Mortgage 
Corp is that the 1st Ranked and Angler 
of the year at the end of the 2015 season 
will each receive $750.00 MORTGAGE 
CORP MONSTER BONUS.

Mortgage Corp has also ensured podium 
anglers walk away with a memento 
of their finishing position with a take 
home placard while the Mortgage Corp 
Monster Mover is designed to reward the 
non-placing angler who has moved the 
most from day one to day two.

MORTGAGE CORP
HOBIE WELCOMES THE NEWEST SPONSOR OF THE HOBIE KAYAK BREAM SERIES

Madeline Hill being presented with her Mortgage Corp Prize Pack by Neil Carstairs at the Bemm River round. 
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MAGICIAN OF MARLO
HOBIE®  KAYAK BREAM SERIES PRESENTED BY DAIWA

On February 21 and 22 the host township 
for round 2 of the Hobie® Kayak Bream 
Series presented by Daiwa was the 
Victorian fishing mecca of Marlo. The 
small community is situated, in the 
East Gippsland district of Victoria at 
the mouth of the Snowy River and has 
arguably become one of the most popular 
tournament locations on the Hobie Kayak 
Bream Series calendar.

Round two of the series saw 65 Anglers 
made up of 46 Victorians, 13 from New 
South Wales, 3 from the  ACT and 2 South 
Australian anglers tangle for the top prize. 
The haul of fish that was brought back 
to the scales over the two days of the 
tournament numbered 191 bream with 
an accumulated weight of 121.53kg. Once 
weighed the fish were released safely 
back into the waterway.

Many anglers had predicted the fishing 
to be very difficult as the Snowy River 
catchment area had carried a large 
amount of rain into the system making the 
water an incredible rust, brown with silt 
clouding most of the fishing arena. The 
flow of cleaner water, from the mouth, 
clearly defined itself from the heavier silt.

The challenging water meant anglers had 
their work cut out to bring in three bream 
each day to the Daiwa Event Site for weigh 

in. Despite the unfavourable conditions 
the arena fished well with many anglers 
successfully reaching the three bream 
bag limit on both days.

DAY ONE

On the opening morning of the two-day 
tournament the competitors headed 
off from the Power-Pole starting line 
under a heavy cloud cover which kept 
the temperature from reaching the 
predicted mid thirties. An unexpected 
sea fog rolled in at 12:30, becoming 
soupy and difficult to see in at times, 
fortunately, it dissipated as the session 
drew to a close.

Contrary to angler’s expectations the 
arena fished surprisingly well. After a 
slow start on the low tide, the usual big, 
hungry Marlo bream did come on the 
chew deep in the back of the far lake and 
in and around the river mouth, producing 
the good size catch that the system is 
famous for.

At the completion of the Strike Pro 
weigh-in, Dave Hedge from the Central 
Coast of New South Wales was the TT 
Lures leader, bringing back an excellent 
3.52kg bag, well ahead of the 2.68kg 
catch of the eventual round winner Joel 
Crosbie from Victoria.

MIRBOO NORTH, VICTORIAN  ANGLER JOEL CROSBIE CONJURED UP SOME SNOWY RIVER MAGIC TO WIN AT MARLO

Page 17 of 28Official Newsletter of the Australasian Hobie® Fishing Series. 

http://www.daiwafishing.com.au/
http://berkley-fishing.com.au/
http://www.atomiclures.com.au/
http://www.lowrance.com/en-au/
http://www.rhinorack.com.au/
http://www.power-pole.com/JLMarine/Power-Pole/Micro.aspx?P=PPA
http://www.jml.net.au/spdtlist.asp?pclass=194
http://www.strikeprolures.com/
http://www.jml.net.au/spdtlist.asp?pclass=193
http://www.austackle.com.au/
http://ttlures.com.au/
http://www.hogsbreath.com.au/
http://abt.org.au/
http://www.mortgagecorp.com.au/


DAY TWO
In contrast to day one, clear blue skies 
greeted anglers as they departed 
the Atomic Launch Site, to position 
themselves for the start of the final 
day of competition. The field headed 
on to the Austackle Arena hoping to 
improve on Saturday’s catch.

After two long, hard days of fishing, 
competitors arrived back at the event 
site with another good haul of fish and 
waited at the Berkley Bump Tub to be 
rushed up to the scales for the Strike 
Pro Weigh-in. With day one leader 
Dave Hedge having no luck, Joel 
Crosbie from Mirboo North in East 
Gippsland, Victoria hooked the top 

position on the Lowrance Leaderboard 
with 6 bream for 5.58kg. Second place 
went to Corey Gallagher from Ocean 
Grove in Victoria with 6 for 4.66 and a 
third Victorian, Martin Fellows snared 
the final place in the top three with his 
6 bream weighing 4.36kg.

Crosbie, who has fished Marlo in 
most Hobie Kayak Bream Series 
tournaments, initially planned to follow 
a tried and true plan of attack.

“Given that I’ve fished nearly every 
tournament that has been held here, 
my usual plan is to go down and fish 
the front of the system. But that didn’t 
go to plan. I had to come halfway back, 
just down stream from the event site 
towards the entrance and there I found 
the fish I was after in the deep water”.

“I was just blading, sitting in about 12’ 
of water. There were massive schools 
of fish there. There was actually quite 
a bit of bi-catch today as well. I think 
I caught about a half dozen ‘luddies’ 
luderick, flathead, trevally, so there 
were big schools of fish all stacked up, 

down the front, and my game plan was 
just to deep blade them. 12’ seemed to 
be the magic number today as I bladed 
across the sand”.

WINNING WAYS
Crosbie had no doubts about what gave 
him the winning edge in the tournament.

“I think definitely the new prototype 
Strike Pro lure was what gave me the 
edge over the other competitors. We 
only have eight in the country and I 
was lucky enough to get my hands 
on two of them. The new blade has a 
polycarbonate belly with ball bearings 
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in it so it actually rattles. It’s slightly 
different to your normal blade. It was 
just giving the fish something different 
to what everyone else was using”.

He went on to say.

“I’d like to thank Hobie for running 
these tournaments, I love them and 
participate in them at every chance I 
can get. Also, to my sponsor Strike Pro, 
thanks to Rick Massie and the guys at 
Strike Pro for really looking after me 
all the time, and also my local Hobie 
dealer Dave Walsh down at Inverlock. 
He always helps me out and he gave me 
a new MirageDrive to use this weekend, 
so I really appreciate that help as well”.

Crosbie goes into the Mallacoota round 
of the series, with a 2015 season win 
under his belt. He hopes to win one of 
the two spots to represent Australia in 

the Hobie Fishing World Championship 
which will be held later in the year.

WINNING TACKLE

•Rod: Strike Pro Nanoedge 2-4kg, 7’

•Reel: Tica

•Line: 6lb Strike Pro braid

•Leader: 6lb FC

•Lure: Strike Pro Gold Astro vibe 
(Pictured) and a Strike Pro Cyber vibe

COREY GALLAGHER REELS IN SECOND 
PLACE

Corey Gallagher from Ocean Grove in 
Victoria netted a full bag of bream on 
both days with an accumulated weight 
of 4.66kg, short of the top prize by .92 
of a kilo. It was enough however, to 
give him an advantage of .40kg over 
third place finisher Victorian, Martin 
Fellows.

Gallagher summed up his two days 
fishing the cloudy waters of the Snowy 
River estuary at Marlo.

“I fished edges all weekend around the 
two islands and because of the colour 
of the water I decided to throw plastics 
because I can fish them a lot slower. I 
used Z man GrubZ using UV colours. 
I just kept working around the edges, 
I just plugged away and stayed patient 
and the fish would come around every 

now and then. I wasn’t hit with a big run of 
fish or anything like that. On the first day 
I was in fifth position with a bag weight 
of 2.18kg, I wasn’t feeling that confident 
because I’ve never finished in a position 
like this before so it is a good feeling. 
Actually, I was just hoping to hang onto 
that fifth place, but I got a 1.3kg fish with 
about 40 minutes to spare, so that was 
the big one for me, I was pretty stoked 
when that got netted”.

TACKLE USED

• Rod: Megabass Destroyer X7 and a   
 Megabass Kirisame

• Reel: Daiwa Certate 2004

• Line: Unitika light Jigging 10lb

• Leader: FC Rock 4lb

• Lure: Z man GrubZ 2.5” in Motor Oil  
 on a 1/16 jighead

PETER WHELAN BAGS THE HOG’S 
BREATH CAFÉ BOSS HOG BIG BREAM

Altona Meadows angler Peter Whelan, 
took home the Hog’s Breath Café Boss 
Hog Big Bream cheque after catching 
the tournament’s biggest fish on day 
one of the competition using a black 
Strike Pro Cyber Vibe in the clearer 
tidal water, near the entrance to the 
sea, at the front of the arena.
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For an in depth update on everything that’s happening within the 
Hobie Kayak Fishing tournament scene and more, subscribe to the 
newsletter and have it delivered, direct to your inbox, every month!

Don’t forget, you can also download past issues and catch up on 
everything that’s happened so far.

SUBSCRIBE 
NOW
HOBIE FISHING NEWSLETTER

GRAB YOUR PAST ISSUES NOW
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MARCH 1ST 2015. BLUE ROCK LAKE. LOCATED 2 HOURS NORTH EAST OF 
MELBOURNE IN VICTORIA WAS THE ARENA FOR ROUND 2 OF THE 2015 
HOBIE® B.A.S.S. AUSTRALIA NATION KAYAK SERIES.

At the completion of scoring it was Joel 
Crosbie from Mirboo North in East Gippsland, 
Victoria that took the top prize with his 3 
Bass measuring 32cm, 36cm and 31cm for 
a total aggregate of 99cm. Fellow Victorian 
Ben Anderson placed second with his 3 bass 
for 90cm and Reece Simmonds also from 
Victoria came third with 2 bass for 70cm.

Crosbie and Anderson have both secured 
themselves a place in the 2015 Hobie 
B.A.S.S. Australia Nation Kayak Series 
Australian Championship to be held at Hinze 
Dam, Queensland in October. This being the 
second Championship qualification in as 
many weeks for Crosbie after his back to 
back wins for Bream and Bass.

WINNING WAYS
After winning round two of the Hobie Kayak 
Bream Series the week prior, Crosbie was 
thrilled to follow it up at Blue Rock for Bass. 
His plan of attack on the day was to travel as 
far up the river as possible and focus on the 
banks.

Blue Rock Lake is a thriving Bass 
impoundment, with more structure and 
snags than you can poke a stick at (Pun 
Intended). It has a 9.9hp engine limit keeping 
boat traffic to a minimum. The resulting lack 
of pressure on the system, paired with the 
stealth and maneuverability of kayak fishing, 
allows anglers to get right into the snags to 
find their bass and makes the waterway a 
fantastic arena for the Victorian round of the 
series.

Anglers still had to work hard for their three 
bass limit in this Catch Photo Release (CPR) 
tournament, traveling long distances to find 
fish and many using heavier gear to avoid the 
common bust ups associated with fishing in 
such a snaggy structure.

23 competitors in total headed off from the 
Power-Pole start line in mild conditions that 
would continue throughout the day. Winds 
picked up to around 10 knots mid morning 
but didn’t seem to turn on the fish as the vast 
majority of Bass caught were photographed 
before 10:30.

BACK TO BACK 
WINS FOR CROSBIE 
AT BLUE ROCK
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WINNING TACKLE

• Rod:   Strike Pro Nanoedge 2–4kg, 7’

• Reel:  Tica Scrambler Reel

• Line:  6 pound Strike Pro Braid

• Leader:  8 pound Strike Pro Fluorocarbon

• Lure:  Strike Pro Cyber Crank in JU017G  

Crosbie went on to say… “I’d like to thank my 
sponsors Rick Massie at Strike Pro really 
looking after me, my local Hobie dealer Dave 
Walsh at Rod Bendings down at Inverlock 
and of course to Hobie and B.A.S.S. Australia 
Nation for putting on these events”. 
 
ANDERSON ZIGS WHERE OTHERS ZAG

Ben Anderson took second place on the 
podium with his three bass measuring in at 
28cm 32cm and 30cm. After the vast majority 
of the field headed left from the start line 
toward the sticks and the river, Anderson 
went right towards the dam wall in an effort 
to stay as far away from everyone else as 
possible.

“My main plan was to ’’Fish the fish, not the 
anglers”. I just tried to stay as far away from 
everyone as possible. I’ve fished here a bit so I 
headed off to the right, a couple of bays down, 
there’s a long skinny bay and I was just working 
a dressed Jackall TN50 and 60 in brown dog, 
deep off the steep banks. I caught about 15 
for the day so it was a good day’s fishing.” 

TACKLE USED
• Rod:   A custom built spiral wrapped  

  bait casting rod built by Cohen  
  McCormick on a St Croix 4–10lb  
  SCvi FRS blank.

• Reel:  Daiwa Liberto Pixy px68r spr.

• Line:  Suffix XL strong 6.5kg mono 
  straight through.

• Lure:  Dressed Jackall TN50 and 60  
  in brown dog

HOG’S BREATH CAFE BOSS HOG BIG BASS
Current Hobie Kayak Bass Australian 
Champion Richard Somerton took home the 
Hog’s Breath Cafe, Boss Hog Big Bass Award 
with his Solid, 40cm, Blue Rock Bass using a 
Beetle Spin with Berkley T Tail minnow on a 
1/4oz TT Jig Head.

 

SPECIAL THANKS
Special thanks to B.A.S.S. Australia Nation 
for their support and to Alpine Country Tackle 
World Sale for the Hobie Dealer support and 
their help with the BBQ and morning packs 
for the anglers.

“ I was just casting a Strike Pro 
Cyber Crank tight into the banks, 
bumping it off the snags and 
slow rolling it out. The fish would 
follow it for a bit and then hit it on 
the way out of the cover. I went a 
long way up the river, there was 
only a couple of other guys who 
went that far.”
~ JOEL CROSBIE

Official Newsletter of the Australasian Hobie® Fishing Series. 
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RND DATE EVENT LOCATION DAYS
R01 FEB  

01
QLD |  Lake MacDonald
Australian Championship Qualifier

One

R02 MAR 
01

VIC |  Blue Rock Lake
Kayak Only - Australian Championship Qualifier

One

R03 MAR 
29

NSW |  Tallowa Dam  
Kayak Only - Australian Championship Qualifier

One

R04 MAY 
31

QLD | Mary River 
Australian Championship Qualifier

One

R05 JULY 
19

QLD | Lake Wivenhoe
Australian Championship Qualifier

One

AUS
CHP

OCT-NOV
31-01

QLD | Hinze Dam 
Australian Championship

Two
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RND DATE EVENT LOCATION DAYS

R01 FEB  
07 - 08

VIC |  Bemm River
Vic State Titles

Two

R02 FEB 
21 - 22

VIC |  Marlo
Australian Championship Qualifier

Two

R03 MAR 
14 - 15

VIC |  Mallacoota  
Hobie Fishing World Championship Qualifier 1

Two

R04 MAR 
22

NSW | Clyde River 
NSW State Title - Run by SBS

One

R05 MAR  
29

WA | Mandurah
WA State Title - Run by WA Bream Classics

One

R06 APR 
18 - 19

VIC | Paynesville 
Australian Championship Qualifier

Two

R07 MAY 
16 - 17

NSW | Forster
Hobie Fishing World Championship Qualifier 2

Two

R08 JUNE 
20 - 21

SA | Nelson 
Run by Vic Bream

One

RND DATE EVENT LOCATION DAYS

R09 JUN 
28

NSW |  Sydney Harbour
Run by SBS

One

R10 JUL 
25 - 26

QLD |  Gold Coast
Qld State Title

Two

R11 AUG  
09

NSW | St Georges Basin
Run by SBS

One

R12 AUG 
22 - 23

QLD | Redcliffe
Hobie Fishing World Championship Qualifier 3

Two

R13 AUG  
30

WA |  Perth
Run by WA Bream Classics

One

R14 OCT  
17 - 18

NSW | Georges River
Australian Championship Qualifier

Two

AUS
CHP

TBA Australian Championship
To Be Announced

Two
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